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These Shining Lives is presented  through special arrangement with 
Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 440 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016
These Shining Lives received its World Premiere at Baltimore Center Stage in
Baltimore, Maryland, on April 30, 2008, 
Irene Lewis, Artistic Director; Michael Ross, Managing Director.
It was developed at Baltimore Center Stage in Baltimore, Maryland, as part of  their First Look Festival; 
The History Theatre in St. Paul, Minnesota, as part of  their Raw Stages Festival; Northlight Theatre in 
Skokie, Illinois; Primary Stages as part of  their Primetime Reading Series; and TheatreWorks in Palo 
Alto, California, as part of  their New Works Festival. 
It was commissioned by Northlight Theatre in Skokie, Illinois. 
Facts from the book Deadly Glow by Ross Mullner were used with permission of  the author. 
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The play is presented without intermission.
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About the Playwright
MELANIE MARNICH, American playwright and television writer, has been a resident playwright at New Dramatists in New York City since 2005. Her plays include 
Beautiful Again, Blur (Francesca Primus Prize from Denver Center Theatre), Cradle of  Man 
(2007 Carbonell Award, Best New Work of  the Year), Quake, A Sleeping Country (Mickey 
Kaplan New American Play Prize), Calling All, Tallgrass Gothic, The Sparrow Project, and 
These Shining Lives. 
Marnich’s adaptation of  Katie Couric’s book, The Brand New Kid, premiered at the 
Kennedy Center for Performing Arts in November 2006. Her awards include two McKnight 
Advancement Grants and two Jerome Fellowships from The Playwrights Center in 
Minneapolis, the Samuel Goldwyn Award, an Ohio Arts Council Grant, the Otis Guernsey 
New Voices Playwriting Award and the Melvoin Award from Northlight Theatre (Chicago).
Her plays have been produced or developed at New York’s Public Theater, London’s Royal 
Court Theatre, Guthrie Theater, Arena Stage, Portland Center Stage, The Actors Studio, 
Geva Theatre, Hyde Park Theatre, American Theater Company, HERE and Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts. She has received commissions from the Kennedy Center, Guthrie 
Theater, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, La Jolla Playhouse, Arena Stage and South Coast 
Reparatory. 
Marnich joined the crew of  the HBO drama Big Love as a staff  writer for the third season 
in 2009. She wrote the episode “Come, Ye Saints” and was nominated for the Writers Guild 
of  America (WGA) Award for the episode. She was promoted to story editor for the fourth 
season of  Big Love (2010) and wrote the episode “The Mighty and Strong”. Other television 
work includes writing for Showtime’s The Big C. 
Guest and Resident Artist Biographies
RENINA FLORES (Vocal Coach) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of  Theatre, Dance and Film at Providence College.  A graduate of  Guildford School of  Acting 
in Surrey, England, she has worked in theatre, voiceovers and television.  Her voice work 
includes projects for the Discovery and the Learning Channels, Reflexive Entertainment 
and George Washington University Television.  Her vocal/dialect coaching credits include 
The Good Doctor, Curtains, The Illusion, and Twelfth Night for Providence College, Lord of  
the Flies for Henley Street Theatre, My Fair Lady for Barksdale Theatre (co-dialect coach), 
Suddenly Last Summer for Richmond Triangle Players, Two Precious Maidens Ridiculed 
and Troy Women for Shafer Street Playhouse, and assistant vocal coaching for Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses, Virginia Commonwealth University Mainstage in Richmond, VA.
SARA OSSANA (Scenic Design) After receiving her Bachelor’s from Rice University in Art and English, Sara continued her studies at the Rhode Island School of  Design earning a 
Master’s of  Interior Architecture in 2005.  Sara’s recent Scenic and Costume Design credits 
include: The Illusion and Romeo & Juliet (set & costumes) for Providence College; Yermedea 
Raw, Talk, and The Changeling for Brown University (costumes); Ti-Jean and his Brothers for 
The Central Square Theatre in Cambridge, MA; Hedwig & the Angry Inch a co-production 
for Trinity Repertory Company and The Perishable Theatre; Much Ado About Nothing, 
Romeo and Juliet, Don Carlos, The Taming of  the Shrew and The Pillowman for The Gamm 
Theatre; Punk Play by Gregory Moss and The Fishbone Fables by Dan LeFranc for The 
Brown/Trinity Repertory Consortium; Amadeus, Dec.a.go.go, with The Elemental Theatre 
Collective; Lend Me a Tenor for Salem State College and An Inspector Calls for Wheaton 
College.  Sara has also won two Motif  Theatre awards in Scenic Design for Sweet Disaster 
and Hedwig & The Angry Inch both with The Perishable Theatre.  Sara has taught design at 
RISD in both the graduate and undergraduate levels.  Her design studio and furniture line, 
O&G studio, are both run out of  the Cutler Mills in Warren, RI.  To view these and other 
examples of  her work please go to www.oandgstudio.com
DAVE RABINOW (Sound Design) is a local theatre artist who teaches playwriting at Providence College, the Gamm Studio, and Trinity Rep’s YASI program. He is a 
member of  Improv Jones, a cofounder of  Elemental Theatre, and works for the Manton 
Avenue Project, which teaches playwriting to elementary students in Providence’s Olneyville 
neighborhood. This is his first sound design opportunity at PC; he previously served as 
musical director for Waiting For Lefty in 2009.
JEN ROCK (Lighting Design) is thrilled to be joining Providence College once again. Previously at PC: Lend Me a Tenor, The Illusion.  Elsewhere, Jen has designed lighting 
for companies and schools across New England, including Company One, The Gamm 
Theatre, Actors Shakspeare Project, New Repertory Theatre, The Orfeo Group, Connecticut 
Repertory Theatre, The Boston Conservatory, The University of  Rhode Island, and 
Connecticut College.  Jen is the recipient of  the 2013 Eliot Norton Award for Outstanding 
Design for her work on Company One’s The Elaborate Entrance of  Chad Deity, which also 
earned her an IRNE award nomination for Best Lighting Design. Jen holds an M.F.A. in 
lighting design from the University of  Connecticut and serves as Production Coordinator 
for High Output, Inc.
MARILYN SALVATORE (Costume Design) is a freelance theatrical costume designer as well as a custom clothing and jewelry designer with a career spanning over 30 years. 
From 1984-2004 she was one of  the designers for Trinity Repertory Company, working on 
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over 180 productions with artistic directors Adrian Hall, Anne Bogart, Richard Jenkins and 
Oskar Eustis.  During that same period, Marilyn was also the costume designer/coordinator 
for the Trinity Rep Conservatory, now the Trinity/Brown Consortium, where she designed 
over 80 productions. Her dance, opera and drama designs have been seen throughout Rhode 
Island, as well as in New York City, Alaska, Virginia, and Washington, D.C.  Marilyn’s most 
recent designs have been Don Pasquale for Salt Marsh Opera, How the Other Half  Loves for 
URI Theatre, Twelfth Night for Portsmouth Abbey, and The Beauty Queen of  Leenane for 
the The Gamm Theatre in Pawtucket, where she is currently designing Macbeth. She has 
designed for many of  Rhode Island’s universities and high schools, for independent films, 
Nova, The History Channel and the Discovery Channel, and has also worked in set dressing 
for two Disney films shot in Rhode Island: Underdog and Dan in Real Life. Marilyn was the 
ambience coordinator for Luther Vandross on a three-city tour of  Las Vegas, Houston and 
Los Angeles, and her custom clothing client list includes Anthony Edwards of  The Edwards 
Twins and actress Renée Taylor, as well as personal and professional work with Academy 
Award-winning actress Olympia Dukakis. She is an adjunct professor of  theatre at URI 
and CCRI. Marilyn holds a B.F.A. in Theatre from the University of  Rhode Island, and 
an M.F.A. in Costume Design from the University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  She 
is a member of  United Scenic Artists, the union for professional costume designers, and 
Resident Artist for The Gamm Theater.
RACHEL WALSHE is a director, dramaturge, and teaching artist whose work has been seen on stages across New England, Chicago, and the UK. A director with The Gamm 
Theatre in Pawtucket for four seasons, past Gamm directing credits include Mauritius, 
Circle Mirror Transformation, the U.S. premiere of  Anne Boleyn, and Good People. She has 
also directed workshops and readings for the Huntington Theatre, Trinity Rep, and Boston 
Playwrights Theatre. A longtime company member of  Rivendell Theatre Ensemble in 
Chicago, Rachel’s work for Rivendell includes the multiple-Jeff-nominated These Shining 
Lives. Other Chicago credits include Machinal and A Picasso for Timeline Theatre and The 
Changeling for Caffeine Theatre. She has worked extensively as a dramaturge in Chicago, 
including for Steppenwolf  and the Goodman. Rachel also served as Associate Director for 
the Obie-winning Our Town that originated in Chicago’s Hypocrites’ Theatre company. 
Rachel is currently teaching contemporary drama for the URI honors department and is 
the proud recipient of  a 2002 Rhodes Scholarship.
We would like to acknowledge the recipients of the 
2013-2014 Theatre, Dance & Film Scholarships.
Blackfriars Guild Scholarship
Grace Curley ‘14
Katcy Stephan ‘16
Marisa Urgo ‘14
John Patrick Garrity Jr. ‘73 Scholarship
Alison Simone ‘16
John F. Leonard Scholarship
Daniel Caplin ‘14
John Bowab Scholarship
Veronica Murphy ‘17
Katrina Pavao ‘16
Logan Serabian ‘16
Katcy Stephan ‘16
     We have a goal to make all of  our 
scholarships full-tuition scholarships. 
Help us reach that goal for a talented 
student you have seen on stage by 
directing your tax-deductible donation 
to the theatre scholarship of  your choice. 
Blackfriars Guild Scholarship
John Bowab Scholarship
John Patrick Garrity Jr. ‘73 Scholarship
John F. Leonard Scholarship 
Play a major role in a student’s life.
Department of  Theatre, Dance & Film, Providence College
One Cunningham Square, Providence, RI 02918
Donations to scholarship funds are fully tax deductible.
Now, more than ever, our students need you....
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PHOTOGRAPHY OR VIDEO RECORDING of  any kind is strictly prohibited during 
performances in the Angell Blackfriars Theatre.  
PLEASE TURN OFF CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS before the  performance 
begins. 
TEXT MESSAGING  IS NOT PERMITTED IN THE THEATRE during the 
performance out of  respect to the performers and as a courtesy to those seated next 
to you.
ACCESSIBLE RESTROOMS are located at either end of  the main lobby.  
THE MAIN RESTROOMS are located down the stairs in the lower lobby.  An 
announcement will be made at the end of  Intermission, audible in all restrooms and 
lobbies.
TICKETS FOR EVENTS in the Angell Blackfriars Theatre 
and Bowab Studio Theatre may 
be purchased online or over the 
telephone by Visa or Mastercard. 
If  you are on our mailing list, 
information will be sent to you prior 
to all mainstage events.  To be placed 
on our mailing list or to purchase 
tickets, call 401-865-2218 or visit 
www.providence.edu/theatre.
THE BOX OFFICE at the Smith Center for the Arts is open for 
walk-up sales 1:30-5:00 PM Monday 
through Friday, and one hour prior 
to curtain on all performance days. 
Cash, check, or credit cards are 
accepted for walk-up sales. 
ALL TICKET SALES ARE FINAL and cannot be refunded. 
You may exchange tickets for a 
different performance of  the same 
production by returning your 
tickets to the Box Office up to 24 
hours prior to curtain, subject to 
seat availablity.
BOX OFFICE: 401-865-2218
www.providence.edu/theatre

